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venture,” Maryann says.
But she explainsthat the
attraction for pursuing the
business was strong.

“My husband and |
both feel called to be doing
this,” she says. With her

Maryann Hanrahan

background in hospitality
combined with her husband’ s
knowledge in sales and the
music industry, “It seemed like
anatura trangtion to do
something that helps others
take a step away from the
stress and hurry of every day,”
she says.

Maryann says she was able
to utilize savings for a good-
portion of the start-up funds,
negotiating a note with the
previous owner of the business
for the balance. “1 had never
heard of ABWA at that time,
and other commercial loans are
very expensive,” she admits.

To promote the business,
Maryann says she has recently
added online booking and is
now working on upgrading the
company’s Web sites, which
includeswww.
hanrahanshi phideaways.com,
www.oakl eafaccommodations.

Business Highlight: A Profile of Maryann Hanrahan
Co-Owner, Hanrahans’ HIP Hideaways, LLC

comand WWw.
gatlinburgshestcondos.com

Maryann says that she
also advertises with the
Gatlinburg Chamber of
Commerce and afew area
maps/guides. In addition,
“we pass out cards and tell
people about our business
every where we go,” she
says. “Also we are working
to build relationships with
other businesses to
establish referral programs
and reciprocal links,” she
says, adding, “1t’ s all about
networking!”

To find other women
with whom to network,
Maryann realizes she has
only to look to the other
members of ABWA.

“I"ve only recently
joined and am just
beginning to meet and get
to know other members,”
she says. “All the members
seem to be so supportive of
each other both personally
and professionaly. | am
excited to be a part of
ABWA'"
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Marketing Insider: President, Owner of FilterSolution USA
A look at how Company Connection members are marketing their Businesses

businesses
By Mia Katz

l \s the president and

owner of FilterSolution USA, a
supplier of air and water
filtration products in Morgan
City, La., Company Connection
member Angela Stelly says that
what makes her work so unique
“isbeing awoman in amale-
dominated industry.”

The owner of FilterSolution
USA for seven years, “My
company is part of the HVAC
and plumbing industry, whichis
traditionally male-oriented,
although that has changed
tremendoudly,” Angela explains.
“Y ou now find many women at
all levels— technicians,
contractors, engineers, account
salesreps, etc., aswell asthe
more traditiona accounting and
administrative positions.”

Before the start of her
business, Angela says she
worked in avariety of capacities
for Acadiana Cooling and

Company Connection member
Angela Selly

Heating, her husband Gene's
contracting company. “The education |
gained was invaluable, plusit gave me
an inside track to industry knowledge,
manufacturers and distributors,” she
says.

“FilterSolution USA ismy baby,
though; practically built it from scratch,
as Gene had his hands full with his
contracting and management duties,
working with his technicians and
installers every day,” she continues.
“We're asupply and distribution
company, selling to many local
contractors as well as commercial
enterprises and end-users.”

Angela says that most of the
company’s sales are generated
through the company’s Web site at
www.filter solution.com the advantage
being that the business serves an often
under-served market. But it is not
only her clients that have been taking
note of her success; Angela saysthe
company was recognized by the
Louisiana Department of Economic
Development asa“ Small and
Emerging Business,” and she was
asked to give a presentation at one of
their conferences. She adds that she
has also been named an ABWA
Chapter Woman of the Year afew
times through the years.

Angela credits ABWA for getting
the word out about her busness.

“ABWA has helped in the
promotion of my business by referring
my work to fellow members and their
contacts in the local business
community,” she says. She adds that
sheislooking forward to mentoring
her female employees and sponsoring
their membership, aswell.

Take Advantage of the Company Connection Online Directory

I f you have visited the Association’s Web site at www.abwa.org recently, you likely noticed the significant
transformation and enhancement of ABWA' s online presence. But along with the totally new, modern look comes
refreshing new benefits — including a new subscription-based directory for Company Connection members!

Be sure to maximize this benefit by keeping ABWA National updated with all of your current information,
including company name, Web site and contact information. Plus — don’t forget to always provide ABWA National
with your most current e-mail address. By doing so, you can log in asa member and take advantage of member
pricing for merchandise and conferences. Y ou will also ensure that you receive the Company Connection newsl etter
and other important Association-related notifications. Send your e-mail address and current company contact
information to webmail @abwa.org.

To learn more about what you need to know to log in to www.abwa.org as a member, see page 3.
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ABWA Hational is debuting the new www.obwo.org
Web site and database system this summer. And your
imeolvement is key! This system is personalized, and
designed to meet your needs. But, we MUST have your
carrect e-mail address.

If you want to acoess the new system and site, you must:
complete the following steps:

Step 1: Make sure we have your correct e-mail address \
on file. If you have not been receiving information
from ABWA Hational via e-mail, please e-mail us at
wehmail@abwa_org with your correct address.

Always
hawve this account established, send the address to ABWA remember

Step Z: W you do not have an e-mail address, visit Yahoo, G-
mail, or Hotmail to set up a free account. Once you

Hational at webmail ®abwa.org.

to log in

Step 3: Watch your e-mail. You will be receiving a welcome e-mail

with your assigned password. Upon logging into the new o

system for the first time, you will have the opportunity ta tﬂke
tnpmﬁmﬁzeynmpmd.ﬂwaysmmnﬁrl;nl@' d y i

in a5 a member to take advantage of member pricing on aavda e
merchandise and conferences. '

of member
pricing!

Step 4: Emjoy the new website! Shop ABWE i B O register
for the National Women ;

Trouble logging in? Make




